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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fukai et al. (US 2001/0031 1 31 ) in view of Loui et a\. (US 7,1 1 0,025) in view of 
Pelletier (US 6,690,883). 

Claim 1: Fukai discloses a video content editing support system and method 
comprising: 

(a) a recorder to describe electronic mark data related to the video content data 
in the video content data (Paragraphs 0005-0009; auxiliary data); 

(b) an electronic mark list generator to generate electronic mark list data 
including header information on the video content data (Paragraph 0005 and 0044); and 

(c) an editing unit to edit the video content data on the basis of the electronic 
mark list data (Paragraph 0006; Figure 4). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/51 0,1 1 3 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

(d) wherein the electronic mark data comprises electronic mark text data which 
describes a feature of the video content data (Paragraph 0040-0041 , title), wherein the 
electronic mark data includes attribute mark data (Paragraphs 0039-0041 , start time, 
stop time and OK/NG flag, title, cut number; note that at least the OK/NG flag can be 
considered "attribute information on capturing at least video content data") and the 
electronic mark text data linked to each other (Paragraphs 0040-0041, note that the 
data is stored together), the attribute mark data identifying video scenes included in the 
video content data (e.g. title, cut number or OK/NG flag identify the video scene as 
having a particular title, being from a particular cut or being suitable for later editing). 

Fukai does not explicitly disclose that the electronic mark data includes text data 
showing a user input. However, Loui discloses that electronic mark data (i.e., metadata, 
see paragraph 80 of the publication of the present application) can include text data 
showing a user input (column 3, line 67 to column 4, line 3). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention that the 
electronic mark data in the system and method of Fukai could include text data showing 
a user input. One would have been motivated to do so to additional information to the 
chunks of video content data, allowing for faster recognition and easier categorization. 
However, Fukai in view of Luoi does not disclose the use of a Global Positioning 
System (GPS) to generate attribute mark data and electronic mark text data. 

Pelletier discloses an annotating system for a camera which consults multiple 
information sources, including a GPS, to determine appropriate annotation data for 
images (Figures 1 and 2). The system of Pelletier combines this information into data 
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for identifying the scene including the participants, locations and activities represented 
(c. 5, 1. 3 - c. 6, 1. 1 1). Therefore, it would be obvious to reference various information 
sources, including GPS, in determining appropriate attribute mark data and electronic 
text data in the system of Fukai in view of Luoi so that meaningful annotations can be 
obtained and the participants, locations, times and activities of a scene can be 
identified. The examiner notes that by referencing additional data sources and 
producing annotation data as described, "a mode associated with the electronic mark 
text data relating to an imaging location of the video content data [is] selected". 
Specifically, not that the claim as written does not define how the mode is selected, or 
any other possible modes of operation which the camera must perform. Furthermore, it 
is noted that the claims as written do not explicitly define how the attribute mark data 
and electronic mark text data are linked and stored. 

Claim 2: Fukai and Loui disclose a system as in Claim 1 , and Fukai further discloses 
that the recorder describes the video content data and electronic mark data on a nearly 
real-time basis (Paragraph 0030). 

Claim 3: Fukai and Loui disclose a system as in Claim 1 , and Fukai further discloses 
that the header information on the video content data is header information on video 
scenes included in the video content data (Figures 12A and 12B). 
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Claim 4: Fukai and Loui disclose a system as in Claim 1 , and Fukai further discloses 
that the electronic mark data includes attribute mark data being attribute information on 
at least the video content data and electronic mark text data in which a feature of the 
video content data is described (e.g. Paragraph 0040-0041, it is noted that the start 
time, stop time and OK/NG flag meets the limitation of attribute information on the video 
content data and a title meets the limitation of a "feature of the video content data is 
described"). 

Claim 5: Fukai and Loui disclose a system as in Claim 5, and Fukai further discloses 
that the attribute mark data includes scene identifiers of video scenes in at least content 
video data (Paragraph 0040-0041 , note that a title identifies video scenes as claimed). 

Claim 6: Fukai and Loui disclose a system as in Claim 1 , and Fukai further discloses 
that the electronic mark text data has described therein a feature, location of imaging or 
date of imaging of each video scene included in at least the video content data with text 
data (Paragraph 0040). 

Claim 7: Fukai and Loui disclose a system as in Claim 1 , and Fukai further discloses 
that the editing unit generates editing information data on the basis of the electronic 
mark list data and video content data (Paragraphs 0050-0052). 
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Claim 8: Fukai and Loui disclose a system as in Claim 1 , but do not explicitly disclose 
that the electronic mark data is based on an input voice. However, Fukai discloses an 
audio input to the system for describing the electronic mark data (page 1 , 5 th paragraph 
onto page 2, 1 st paragraph). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use any kind of audio input, including a 
human voice to describe the electronic mark data. One would have been motivated to 
do so to allow for rapid marking of the video content data without physical input 
apparatus such as a mouse or a keyboard. 

Claim 9: Fukai discloses an imaging device comprising: 

(a) a recorder to describe electronic mark data related to the video content data 
in the video content data (Paragraphs 0005-0009; auxiliary data); and 

(b) a communication unit to couple an editor's terminal unit to a recorder, the 
editor's terminal displays video content data (Figure 1A-1C, Figure 4). 

(c) wherein the electronic mark data comprises electronic mark text data which 
describes a feature of the video content data (Paragraph 0040-0041 , title), wherein the 
electronic mark data includes attribute mark data (Paragraphs 0040-0041 , start time, 
stop time and OK/NG flag; note that at least the OK/NG flag can be considered 
"attribute information on capturing at least video content data") and the electronic mark 
text data linked to each other (Paragraphs 0040-0041 , note that the data is stored 
together) the attribute mark data identifying video scenes included in the video content 
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data (e.g. title, cut number or OK/NG flag identify the video scene as having a particular 
title, being from a particular cut or being suitable for later editing). 
Fukai does not explicitly disclose that the electronic mark data includes text data 
showing a user input. However, Loui discloses that electronic mark data (ie, metadata, 
see paragraph 80 of the publication of the present application) can include text data 
showing a user input (column 3, line 67 to column 4, line 3). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention that the 
electronic mark data in the system and method of Fukai could include text data showing 
a user input. One would have been motivated to do so to additional information to the 
chunks of video content data, allowing for faster recognition and easier categorization. 
However, Fukai in view of Luoi does not disclose the use of a Global Positioning 
System (GPS) to generate attribute mark data and electronic mark text data. 

Pelletier discloses an annotating system for a camera which consults multiple 
information sources, including a GPS, to determine appropriate annotation data for 
images (Figures 1 and 2). The system of Pelletier combines this information into data 
for identifying the scene including the participants, locations and activities represented 
(c. 5, 1. 3 - c. 6, 1. 1 1). Therefore, it would be obvious to reference various information 
sources, including GPS, in determining appropriate attribute mark data and electronic 
text data in the system of Fukai in view of Luoi so that meaningful annotations can be 
obtained and the participants, locations, times and activities of a scene can be 
identified. The examiner notes that by referencing additional data sources and 
producing annotation data as described, "a mode associated with the electronic mark 
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text data relating to an imaging location of the video content data [is] selected". 
Specifically, not that the claim as written does not define how the mode is selected, or 
any other possible modes of operation which the camera must perform. 



Claim 10: Fukai discloses an editor's terminal unit comprising: 

(a) an editing unit to edit the video content data on the basis of electronic mark 
data related to the video content data (Paragraph 0006; Figure 4); and 

(b) a communication unit to couple the editor's terminal to an imaging device 
comprising a recorder to record captured video content data to a recording medium and 
wherein the imaging device displays the video content data (Figure 1A-1C. 

(c) wherein the electronic mark data comprises electronic mark text data which 
describes a feature of the video content data (Paragraph 0040-0041, title), wherein the 
electronic mark data includes attribute mark data (Paragraphs 0040-0041 , start time, 
stop time and OK/NG flag; note that at least the OK/NG flag can be considered 
"attribute information on capturing at least video content data") and the electronic mark 
text data linked to each other (Paragraphs 0040-0041 , note that the data is stored 
together) the attribute mark data identifying video scenes included in the video content 
data (e.g. title, cut number or OK/NG flag identify the video scene as having a particular 
title, being from a particular cut or being suitable for later editing). 

Fukai does not explicitly disclose that the electronic mark data includes text data 
showing a user input. However, Loui discloses that electronic mark data (i.e., metadata, 
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see paragraph 80 of the publication of the present application) can include text data 
showing a user input (column 3, line 67 to column 4, line 3). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention that the 
electronic mark data in the system and method of Fukai could include text data showing 
a user input. One would have been motivated to do so to additional information to the 
chunks of video content data, allowing for faster recognition and easier categorization. 
However, Fukai in view of Luoi does not disclose the use of a Global Positioning 
System (GPS) to generate attribute mark data and electronic mark text data. 

Pelletier discloses an annotating system for a camera which consults multiple 
information sources, including a GPS, to determine appropriate annotation data for 
images (Figures 1 and 2). The system of Pelletier combines this information into data 
for identifying the scene including the participants, locations and activities represented 
(c. 5, 1. 3 - c. 6, 1. 1 1 ). Therefore, it would be obvious to reference various information 
sources, including GPS, in determining appropriate attribute mark data and electronic 
text data in the system of Fukai in view of Luoi so that meaningful annotations can be 
obtained and the participants, locations, times and activities of a scene can be 
identified. The examiner notes that by referencing additional data sources and 
producing annotation data as described, "a mode associated with the electronic mark 
text data relating to an imaging location of the video content data [is] selected". 
Specifically, not that the claim as written does not define how the mode is selected, or 
any other possible modes of operation which the camera must perform. 
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Claim 11: Claim 11 is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 1. Therefore, 
claim 1 1 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 

Claim 13: Fukai and Loui disclose a system as defined in claim 1 , Fukai further 
discloses attribute mark data which includes a video scene identifier that distinguishes 
between video scenes included in the video content data (Paragraph 0038-0041 ; 
OK/NG identifies the scene as either OK or NG, title or cut number). 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fukai et 
a! (US 2001/0031 1 31 ) in view of Loui et al. (US 7,1 1 0,025) ) in view of Pelletier (US 
6,690,883) in view of David et al. (GB 2361 1 30 A). 

Claim 12: Fukai and Loui in view of Pelletier disclose a system as defined in claim 1, 
Fukai further discloses attribute mark data which includes a video scene identifier that 
distinguishes between video scenes included in the video content data (Paragraph 
0039-0041 ; OK/NG identifies the scene as either OK or NG, title or cut number). 
However, Fukai and Loui in view of Pelletier do not disclose storing a recording medium 
identifier. 

David discloses that recording medium identifiers may be recorded on a medium 
for storing video data (e.g. p. 4, II. 7-9). Such an identifier would allow for easy 
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identification of various tapes by checking the associated identifier. Therefore, it would 
be obvious to record a recording medium identifier on the recording medium of Fukai to 
allow easier identification of multiple recording media. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 11-7. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Timothy J Henn/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



